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             Gary Matts 
          President

     Pay it forward.  Give to get.  Or, as Lennon and 
McCartney wrote, “The love you take is equal to the love 
you make.” This is not a new concept. It is a variation of 
the golden rule which is found at the heart of many of the 
world’s religions. Recently I recognized an example of this 
precept proving itself yet again.
     In the labor community, workers and their unions, 
are to a great extent dependant on other unions and 
their members for support during times of strikes, 
demonstrations and lockouts. The CFM, as a member 
of the Chicago Federation of Labor and Illinois AFL-
CIO, is an active member of labor’s support network. For 
years we and members of many other unions have played 
music and marched alongside the striking Congress Hotel 
workers. Recently we have done the same for UNITE-
HERE members who have gone on strike against the 
Hyatt corporation. It was a national news item when on a 
particularly hot day this past summer, at Chicago’s 
Park Hyatt, heat lamps were turned on the striking 
union members. 
     At the most recent ICSOM annual conference held 
in Detroit in support of the brave Detroit Symphony 
musicians who endured a protracted strike, ICSOM 
leaders declared their support for hotel workers. Though 
many annual ICSOM meetings had in years past been 
held at Hyatt properties across the United States, ICSOM 
announced that it would hold no future conferences 
at Hyatt properties until the company negotiates an 
agreement with its workers.
     We have also supported IATSE, NABET and SEIU 
workers to name a few, providing music and marchers 

at Chicago area demonstrations. When we marched at 
the Chicago Theatre and at the Royal George Theater, 
members of Actors’ Equity, SAG, AFTRA and many others 
were there to lend their support.  
     You may know, the world renowned Philadelphia 
Orchestra is now in bankruptcy proceedings. It is 
believed this maneuver was undertaken by the orchestra 
management as a way to evade financial obligations to 
the musicians pensions. There is great concern that if 
Philadelphia Orchestra management is successful many 
other orchestra managements will follow.  
     Now here is the way, our helping others, has come back 
to us. When the AFM became aware of the filing, the labor 
community was notified of the situation, and the AFM 
appealed to the AFL-CIO for assistance. According to one 
source, when the delegates to the AFL-CIO considered 
the request, there were numerous statements from many 
unions that musicians were there for them, playing on 
their picket lines and marching alongside their members.  
Because we were there for them, they urged the AFL-CIO 
to be there for the musicians. Because of the actions of 
AFM Local members across the country we received a 
substantial grant to aid the legal defense in the Philadelphia 
bankruptcy proceeding.
     So the next time there is an opportunity to help our 
brother and sister unions, with your assistance we will be 
there. No doubt, it will come back to us in ways we cannot 
yet imagine.

It Will Come Back to You
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Paramount Theatre Update
The Paramount Theatre in Aurora has mounted the first of four musicals this 
season. Under the leadership of nationally acclaimed artistic director Jim Corti, 
My Fair Lady ran for three weeks in September using a 21 piece orchestra 
conducted by Shawn Stengel. November brings Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat; in January you can catch A Chorus Line and the 
season wraps up in March with Hair. The Paramount Theatre is celebrating its 
80th Anniversary. It is a gorgeous hall designed by architects C.W and George 
L. Rapp in the art deco style of the 1930’s. 

Follow Up on Hearing Study
In December of 2010 we ran an ad for musicians to participate in a 
hearing study at Northwestern University. I was recently contacted by 
one of the researchers, Alexandra Parbery-Clark with information on their 
preliminary results. 

 

They are looking for more musicians to participate in further research. Look on 
page 21 for more information on how you might get involved.

       Terryl Jares 

“Research is showing that lifelong musical training appears to confer 
advantages in at least two important functions known to decline with 
age -- memory and the ability to hear speech in noise,” says Nina Kraus 
the director of the Auditory Neuroscience Laboratory at Northwestern 
University’s School of Communication.  

In their study, Alexandra Parbery-Clark and Nina Kraus found that 
musicians performed much better on auditory memory tests had a greater 
ability to hear in noisy environments.  

Difficulty hearing speech in noise is among the most common complaints 
of older adults, but age-related hearing loss partially accounts for this 
problem that can lead to social isolation and depression.  As Nina Kraus 
points out “sound is the stock in trade of the musician in much the same 
way that a painter of portraits is keenly attuned to the visual attributes of the 
paint that will convey his or her subject. If the materials that you work with 
are sound, then it is reasonable to suppose that all of your faculties involved 
with taking it in, holding it in memory and relating physically to it should 
be sharpened.” It appears therefore that musical experience bolsters the 
elements that combat age-related communication problems.
The study was published in the online edition of the PLoS One Journal 
which can be viewed and downloaded for free on www.plosone.org

http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0018082
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JOYOUS NEWS A WELCOME 
CHANGE 
The two-week European tour of 
RICCARDO MUTI and the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra brought 
home news of uninhibited, joyful 
appreciation of our city’s magnificent 
treasure—a welcome respite to the dire 
calamities befalling our nation and 
the world, seemingly on a daily basis. 
Bless all the participants for this gift to 
our spirits.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
ADOLPH “BUD” HERSETH has 
reached his 90th year. Station WMFT 
devoted a 2-hour tribute in his honor 
and to celebrate his 53 years with 
CSO, playing not only excerpts from 
his long reign leading the magnificent 
brass section, but also snippets of 
interviews with him. How enjoyable 
to listen to that glorious trumpet and 
hear his voice with gentle stories 
of a life on the orchestral stage. 
Congratulations, Bud.

THE WOW OF HOWARD
The program of August 18 in this 
summer’s Millennium Park free series, 
“Made in Chicago: World Class Jazz” 
was rebroadcast on Station WFMT-FM 
in its entirety August 26. 

It was HOWARD 
LEVY’s night. The 
“acknowledged 
master of the 
diatonic harmonica”, 
superb pianist, 
composer and 
recording artist, 
shared the stage 

with long-time friends: bandmates 
of Chévere de Chicago; Trio Globo 
comprised of Levy with cellist/ 
vocalist EUGENE FRIESEN, and 
percussionist/vocalist GLEN VELEZ; 
guitarist CHRIS SIEBOLD also 
a composer/songwriter, arranger, 
singer and multi-instrumentalist 
who plays mandolin, mandocello, 
mountain and hammered dulcimers, 
banjo and percussion. Levy’s affable, 
relaxed hosting of the program was 
surpassed only by his pianism and 
harmonica triumphs and the premier 
performance of his remarkable 
composition Recuerdos de Nueva 
Yorque. Chévere cut loose with this 
twenty-five minute, four-part suite 
of jazz rhythms: Latin, Afro-Cuban, 
salsa, merengue and more, with 
percussionists ALEJO POVEDA, 
RUBEN ALVAREZ, JOE RENDON; 
bassist ERIC HOCHBERG; guitarist 
ERNIE DENOV; keyboards CHRIS 
CAMERON; saxophones/flute 

STEVE 
EISEN; 
trumpet 
MARK 
OHLSEN 
along 
with guest 

artists trumpeter VICTOR GARCIA, 
co-arranger of “Recuerdos”; TOM 
GARLING, trombone and reedist 
ROCKY YERA. Applause, applause! 
You bet! And they gave a full-blown, 
expansive encore to boot.

THE FLUTE WORLD COMES TO 
EVANSTON
The Chicago Flute Club announces 
its 2011 Flute Festival. The three-
day event, November 11-13 will be 
held at the Hilton Orrington Hotel 
in downtown Evanston (1710 N. 
Orrington Ave.) Renowned guests 
appearing will include JAMES 
WALKER, studio musician and 
soloist based in Los Angeles who will 
headline the opening concert with 
his impressive jazz ensemble Free 
Flight. Walker is the former principal 
flutist of the L.A. Philharmonic, 
who left the orchestra to pursue a 
career in jazz and studio work and 
collaboration with such luminaries 
as JOHN WILLIAMS, PAUL 
McCARTNEY and other stellar 
artists in both classical and pop 
music. Also, MICHAEL PARLOFF, 
recently retired principal flutist of 
the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra 
will present a masterclass on opera 

repertoire and 
a special guest 
performance 
will be given 
by MATHIEU 
DUFOUR, 
principal flutist 

Chévere

Howard Levy

Mathieu Dufour

By Ruth Marion Tobias 
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of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 
For information contact go to 
chicagofluteclub.org. 

WOODS’ CHALLENGE
Trombonist WILLIE WOODS 
decided to challenge himself “to 
arrange and record some traditional 
gospel songs with a jazz approach but 
keeping the spiritual integrity of the 
songs.” He has done just that with a 
new CD Feelin’ the Spirit. Samples are 
included on his impressive website: 
wwoodsproductions.com. A click 
on the title in the left pane activates 
examples of the included songs.

On Labor Day, 
Willie played 
in the orchestra 
for the “one of a 
kind” Soul Train 
40th Anniversary 
concert put 
together by 

TOM TOM WASHINGTON for 
Millennium Park. Washington was the 
original arranger for “Soul Train”.

OPERA ANEW
Cellist and viola da gamba player 
CRAIG TROMPETER has initiated 
a new (ad)venture: bringing to life a 
local company to offer “authentic” 
renewals of “neglected, as well as 
familiar operas of the 17th and 18th 
centuries.” With foresight and vigor 
enough to fundraise, establish a  board 
of directors and gather like-minded 
colleagues, Craig incorporated the not-
for-profit Haymarket Opera Company. 
Chicago Tribune’s classical music 
critic JOHN von RHEIN wrote, 
“Haymarket Opera made its debut 
with performances of Aci, Galatea 
e Polifemo, a rarely heard chamber 
opera from GEORGE FRIDERIC 
HANDEL’s Italian period.” With 
JERI-LOU ZIKE as concertmaster, 
the company’s September opening 
performances played at Mayne Stage 

in Rogers Park. With no let-up in 
the quest for funds, the troupe will 
continue its 2011-2012 season in 
February with two performances of 
the French Baroque master MARC-
ANTOINE CHARPENTIER’s 
“La Descente d’Orphee aux Enfers” 
(“Orpheus’ Descent into the 
Underworld”).

Condolences go to BRUNO 
BARTOLETTI and family 
on the passing of ROSANNA 
BARTOLETTI, 84, his wife for 
58 years. A faithful and constant 
companion who traveled her husband’s 
operatic touring schedule, Mrs. 
Bartoletti was last in Chicago in 
2006 when Bruno, as artistic director 
emeritus of Lyric Opera, returned to 
conduct VERDI’s Il Trovatori. 

INSIGHTS
When New Orleans saxophonist 
DONALD HARRISON, JR. 
opened JOE SEGAL’s 56th annual 
“August is CHARLIE PARKER 
Month” at Jazz Showcase his quintet 
comprised of Chicago stars in their 
own right included guitarist HENRY 
JOHNSON, pianist WILLIE 
PICKENS, bassist LARRY GRAY 
and drummer ROBERT SHY—an 
array of greats for a great annual event 
which has out-distanced most other 
jazz venues. Charlie Parker would 
have been proud…..accolades abound 
for other musicians for other reasons: 
BUDDY GUY was feted for his 75th 
birthday with almost more adoring 
fans than his Legends Club could 
hold. Not even a torrential rain could 
dampen the ardor in which the man’s 
talent and longevity are held. 

Opening his first South Loop club in 
1989, he moved to his current space 
in 2010. Recognizing the bluesman’s 
“immense talent and wide influence” 
and contributions to the area’s 
entertainment district, an honorary 
street sign, “Buddy Guy Way” marks 
the front of the club, another honor 
added to a shelf full of Grammys and 
induction into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame in 2005…..and then there 
was this year’s Jazz Fest, pretty much 
defined by ORBERT DAVIS and his 
Jazz Philharmonic Chamber Ensemble 
from the PETRILLO Band Shell 
despite power outages that dimmed 
most of the stage lights. “Somehow 
they didn’t miss a phrase” glowed 
the critics.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
Hyde Park Jazz Society hosted 
GEOF BRADFIELD and his quintet 
which included bassist LORIN 
COHEN…..FRANK WINKLER’s 
Symphonic Pops Orchestra of Chicago 
made its 23rd Annual Appearance at 
Prairie Arts Center, a free outdoor 
concert in Schaumburg…..The 
City Lights Orchestra, featuring 35 
performers under the baton of RICH 
DANIELS played the annual Concert 
in the Park, that’s Evergreen Park…..
while PETER POLZAK’s Trio 
with BILL HARRISON (bass) and 
SARAH ALLEN (drums) backed 
vocalist BRUCE HENRY’s program 
in the garden at Unity Church of 
Chicago for more “end-of-summer” 
musical delights.

EVER WONDER……
Why “Buick” doesn’t rhyme with 
“quick”? Or why we ship by truck and 
send cargo by ship? Or how can a slim 
chance and a fat chance be the same? 
And why your house will burn up as it 
burns down? I dunno.
 

Willie Woods
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Please RSVP by
October 7th, 2011
Call 312-782-0063, ext. 136

Any photos or memorabilia
you care to bring with you
will add to the festivities!

Members of the Union for 50, 60, 70 and 75 years will be honored.
LIFE MEMBER PARTY

Featuring the music of
Jimmy’s Bavarians

Date: Friday, October 21st, 2011
Time: 12:00 Noon
Place: Union Headquarters
	    656 W. Randolph St., Suite 2W
           Chicago, IL
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Sara Sitzer Acct# 56673  (Cello) is originally from St. Louis, 
MO and a former member of Local 166, Madison WI. 
Her Bachelor of Music degree is from Boston University 
College of Fine Arts, and her Masters of Music is from the 
University of Wisconsin School of Music at Madison. She 
currently performs with the Elgin Symphony Orchestra and 
the Seraphic Fire and Firebird Chamber Orchestra. She has 
performed with the New World Symphony, the Wintergreen 
Festival Orchestra, the Madison Symphony Orchestra, the 
Madison Opera Orchestra and the Madison Ballet Orchestra. 
She is a past winner of the Boston University Concerto 
Competition. She has received fellowships to the New World 
Symphony, the Tanglewood Music Festival and the Aspen 
Music Festival. She is an experienced private instructor and 
has started the Gesher Music Festival of Emerging Artists in 
Saint Louis, MO.
273 E. Chicago St.
Elgin, IL 60120
617-216-4646
sarasitz@gmail.com
www.sarasitzer.com

Sean O’Leary Acct# 56203 (Drums) is a returning member.
1839 W. Fulton St., Apt. 2
Chicago, IL 60612
312-608-1126/630-684-6675
oleary.sean.frederic@gmail.com
 
Gretchen Sherrell Acct# 55770 (Violin) is a 
returning member.
7418 Brookside Dr.
Hanover Park, IL 60133
630-483-6879/847-858-4225
trent@tsherrell.com

We welcome these members to Local 10-208, the Chicago Federation of Musicians. They perform in many musical groups 
around Chicago including our orchestras, operas, bands, chamber groups, casual groups and soloists. If you meet them on a 
job, introduce yourself and get to know them.

By Leo Murphy

MEMBERSHIP FEEDBACK
All letters submitted must be signed and e-mailed to tjares@cfm10208.org or 
mailed to The Chicago Federation of Musicians, 656 W. Randolph St., #2W, 
Chicago, IL 60661. The Board of Directors reserves the right to determine 
whether material submitted shall be published, and the right to edit as needed 
for clarity, length, libelous statements or personal attacks. Opinions are those 
of the individual writer and not necessarily those of the Board of Directors of 
the Chicago Federation of Musicians.
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AFM Chicago Local 10-208 
member Norman Schoer cel-
ebrated his 100th Birthday on 
July 24th, 2011. He has been 
a member for 61 years, since 
1950. He joined The Ameri-
can Federation of Musicians 
New York Local 802 in 1939, 
retiring in 2008. Schoer was 
a member of the viola section 
of The Grant Park Symphony 
for 27 years, working in both 

the old band shell at the South end of Grant Park 
and the Petrillo Band Shell, and of Chicago’s Lyric 
Opera for 25 years, retiring at the age of 84.

Although Norman played with many world class 
performers, one of his fondest memories was 
when he played with Van Cliburn on his celebrated 
return visit to Grant Park with attendance exceed-
ing 300,000! Through the years, while in Chicago, 
Schoer also played for the Ben Arden Orchestra 
in the Empire Room at the Palmer House, playing 
for many famous groups like The Letterman. He 
also played with the Orchestra of Illinois and for 

many ballets at the 
Auditorium Theatre. 
He was born in St. 
Paul, Minnesota 
on July 24, 1911 
and moved with 
his family when he 
was a young boy to 
Duluth, Minnesota, 
where he grew up. 

He always had a love of music. He started playing 
the violin when he was in the 5th grade and played 
the violin until he was a junior in high school, when 
he started playing the viola. The reason he started 
playing the viola is that there were no other stu-
dents who played the viola and they needed one in 
the school orchestra, so he was asked to play the 
viola. He did and then continued throughout his 
career. At the age of 17, and a junior in High School, 
he was the youngest member of Joe Priley’s Little 
Symphony Orchestra in Duluth. Schoer went 
to Juilliard School of Music and then Columbia 
Teachers College. When he graduated he got a job 
as a faculty member at Whitman College in Walla 
Walla, Washington in the Music Department. After 
that he played on Broadway in the original pro-
duction of Oklahoma! Norman Schoer lives in the 
Chicago Area and has enjoyed many years of play-
ing quartets at the homes of fellow musicians, and 
still enjoys listening to music, going to the Chicago 
Symphony and reading. The Grant Park Music 
Festival recently honored him with an introduction 
at the start of one of evenings concerts to celebrate 
his time with the symphony and his special 100th 
birthday. He received a standing ovation!

AFM LOCAL 10-208 MEMBER NORMAN SCHOER TURNS 100!
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IMPORTANT MEMBERSHIP MEETING

As a result of an uncertain economy, advances in technology and musical trends, it has become increasing 
difficult for many members to secure employment.  We have seen a significant decline in work, as evidenced by 

a decline in the number of contracts being filed on freelance engagements.

We strive to create an environment of participation for our membership so that our members are not deprived 
of the pension contributions and benefits they deserve

In an attempt to see how our union can better serve its members, and encourage increased participation 
through the filing of contracts and payment of pension contributions, we invite and encourage all

CFM members to attend an open forum for conversation and debate, which will be held on 
October 17th at 7:00 PM at the Union Hall:

THE STATE OF OUR PROFESSION
What we can do for each other.

Our profession is unique in that each of us has the ability to work as a side musician or as a leader.
Therefore, all of us face challenges in finding, maintaining and creating employment opportunities.

We would like to hear from you, the working members, both leaders and side musicians to find out what we 
can do for each other. We invite you to attend to let us know how you believe the union can better serve you 

and address what we see as a lack of union participation.

THIS IS ABOUT JOBS, PRESERVING OUR PROFESSION AND ACTIVELY
PARTICIPATING IN THE CFM.

Help us review what we are doing NOW and determine what we may do in the FUTURE
to ensure that the union can be relevant and of value to you in meeting the challenges

you face today and the challenges you may face tomorrow. 

JOIN US!
Monday, October 17th, 2011

7:00 PM
CFM Union Hall

656 W. Randolph, #2W in Chicago

RESERVE YOUR SEAT NOW!
Call 312-782-0063  ext. 136
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Cleo Elaine Napier, 98, went to be with our Lord on Sunday, 
July 31, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. She was born in Ruppertown, 
Tennessee, on August 2, 1912, the youngest child of Pate 
Christopher and Lula Mae Allen Napier. She moved to 
Danville with her family when she was three months old. 
She attended Danville schools. Miss Cleo, as she was called 
by most people, started her professional life as a jazz musician 
on the South Side of Chicago, where she had her own band, 
“Cleo and Her Trio”, consisting of trumpeter Johnny Long 
and guitarist Charlie Norris. She studied music at the Chicago 
Conservatory of Music and took up playing the organ at the 
music store, “Lyon and Healy”, as the Hammond organ made 
its debut. Miss Cleo worked all over Chicago and in Wisconsin 
as a pianist. The big hotels in the Loop would close down at 
midnight, and then the musicians would come out to the 
South Side and jam all night long. She jammed with the 
likes of Gene Krupa, Count Basie, and Ella Fitzgerald. 
She had a regular gig playing at the 308 Club and at Squires, 

which Duke Ellington frequented. 
When he came into the club, 
she would give over the piano to 
Ellington. She played for Billie 
Holiday and knew Nat King Cole 
before he became famous, because 
she worked in the same club as 
his sister.  Miss Cleo’s talent is 
mentioned by Johnnie Board 
in Dempsey Travis’ book, “An 
Autobiography of Black Jazz.” A 

copy of the book is in the Library of Congress. Miss Cleo 
returned to Danville in the early 1960’s to help care for her 
ailing mother. She began playing jazz in Danville’s nightclubs 
and supper clubs, such as the Hour Glass, Holiday Inn and the 
Club Lamplighter. Once in a while , Bobby Short would sit in. 
She also worked at Carson Pirie Scott and Head Start. Miss 
Cleo was  a lifetime member of Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church. 
She was the Minister of Music for over 35 years.  At one 
time she directed the Youth Choir and had two generations 
of children. Miss Cleo played and directed the Men’s Chorus 
with over 20 members for many years, which was stated 
by Stephen Morris and Robert Norwood. During church 
services, Miss Cleo played the piano as Stephen Morris 
played the bass fiddle and Bobby Lillard played the drums. 
She had her trio during church services. Miss Cleo played for 
the Chapelaires Choir at Allen Chapel until last year when 
she became ill. She also played the organ for Leek and Sons 
Funeral Home for many years. Miss Cleo taught music at 
her home. It was important to her that her students knew the 
basics, which was learning their notes in order to read music. 
Music was her passion and her life. God gave her a talent and 
she used it to the fullest. She will always be remembered as 
an “unforgettable” musician. She was a life member of the 
Chicago Federation of Musicians Local 10-208, and a member 
of Local 90; American Federation of Musicians. She was also 
a member of the Bertha Searcy Women’s Missionary Society 
and a Torchlighter for being a member for over 25 years; and 
an honorary member of the Senior Women’s Auxilliary of the 
Laura Lee Fellowship House. Miss Cleo was the last survivor 
of her immediate family.

Last	 First	 Instrument	 Died	 Born	 Elected	
Abrams	 Sandra	 Oboe	 08/06/11	 08/09/37	 09/13/90
Garcia	 Manuel P.	 Bass Violin	 09/07/11	 12/16/26	 09/11/52
Trendler	 Robert S.	 Piano	 07/18/11	 05/11/12	 12/07/34

 Obituaries     May they rest in peace

Cleo Elaine Napier
1912-2011
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    Chicago baby boomers have lost another symbol of their 
youth to that big top in the sky. Bob Trendler, the cheerful 
bandleader of Bozo’s Circus whose career spanned 40 years 
on WGN-Channel 9 and WGN-AM (720), died this week in 
Palmetto, Florida. He was 99.
     To generations of viewers, Trendler’s name will always be 
synonymous with the 13-piece Big Top Band he directed on 
the venerable children’s show from 1961 until his retirement 
in 1975. Despite a 10-year waiting list for tickets at one time, 
Tribune Co. gradually downgraded the most popular and 
successful locally produced children’s program in television 
history before finally canceling it in 2001.
      The son of a Viennese prima donna, Trendler was an 
accomplished pianist who began his career in his hometown 
of Cincinnati, Ohio. He joined WGN as an arranger and 
conductor in 1935 during the heyday of live music on radio, 
and was named musical director of the WGN Orchestra 
in 1956.

     Al Hall, longtime producer and director of Bozo’s Circus, 
recalled why Trendler was the “obvious choice” to become the 
show’s bandleader in The Golden Age of Chicago Children’s 
Television. “The station had Bob under union contract and 
they had to pay him whether they used him or not,” Hall told 
author Ted Okuda. “So when they came up with Bozo’s Circus 
they decided to use him for that. Oh, his band was great! 
And Bob himself was a good addition to the show; he played 
the part of the maestro very well.”
     Trendler’s name surfaced earlier this year when an electric 
organ used on Bozo’s Circus was acquired at auction and 

donated to the Museum of Broadcast 
Communications. Although the organ 
was never part of Trendler’s official 
studio band, its discovery set off a wave 
of nostalgia for the show and its music.
     Trendler is survived by two sons, 
David and Robert Jr., six grandchildren, 
six great-grandchildren, and two great-
great grandchildren.

Chicago Tribune

Robert Trendler
1912-2011

The maestro who brought music to ‘Bozo’s Circus’

ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL 
ORCHESTRA LEADERS
Regular meeting at various locations every  
third Wednesday of the month. For further 
information, please contact Brian Patti,  
(630) 832-9222 
www.bandleaders.org

CZECHOSLOVAK-AMERICAN 
MUSICIANS CLUB
Regular meeting fourth Tuesday of the month,  
8 p.m. at VFW Post # 3868. 
8844 West Ogden, Brookfield, IL 60513 
(708) 485-9670

GERMAN AMERICAN 
MUSICIANS CLUB
Third Monday of the month. Regular meeting, 
Mirabell Restaurant, 3454 W. Addison, Chicago, 
IL, 8 p.m. Send all communications to Mr. 
Zenon Grodecki, 5024 N. Moody, Chicago, IL 
60630 (773) 774-2753

SOCIETY OF ITALIAN AMERICAN 
MUSICIANS SOCIAL CLUB
Third Monday of the month. General meeting, 
Superossa Banquet Hall, 4242 N. Central  
Avenue, Chicago, IL 60634, 8 p.m. Send  
all communications to John Maggio,  
6916 W. Armitage, Chicago, IL 60635 
(773) 745-0733

THE KOLE FACTS ASSOCIATION
Third Sunday of the month at 2 p.m. Regular  
meeting, Washington Park Fieldhouse, 
5531 S. King Drive, Room 101, Chicago, IL 60637

POLISH AMERICAN 
MUSICIANS CLUB
Meetings held every second Wednesday of the 
month, 8:00 p.m. at A.A.C. Eagles Soccer Club, 
5844 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL. Send all 
communications to Dave Lenckos, President, 
4548 N. Mobile, Chicago, IL 60630  
(773) 685-5226
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Phyllis Adams, Harp  and 
Monty Adams, Flute

Opera by Request
Universal Peace
PhyllisAdamsHarp@aol.com
847-869-6150

Mike Alongi
Freshly Squeezed
alongimusic@aol.com
815-399-5112

Ray Bailey
Making Traicks
Tracking the Sly Fox
cdbaby.com
Bailey601@sbcglobal.net
773-450-7880

Jimmy’s Bavarians
Swingin Chicago Style 
  Treasures with Jim Bestman,
  Johnny Frigo, Rusty Jones,
  Annie Ondra, Wayne Roepke,
  and Don White
Jim Bestman
630-543-7899

Jack Baron
Jack Baron Quartet Plays the Coach 

House featuring Bobby Schiff, Jerry 
Coleman and Brian Sandstrom

Jacksax31@aol.com
847-204-8212

Eric “Baron” Behrenfeld 
Tiki Cowboys
tikicowboys.com

Anne Burnell
Blues in the Night
Mark Burnell
773-862-2665
www.burnellmusic.com
cdbaby.com
itunes.com

James Callen Trio
In The Tradition
James Callen
708-488-8877

Chicago Jazz Philharmonic
Collective Creativity 
Orbert Davis
chijazzphil.org
orbertdavis.com
312-573-8930

Jerry Coleman
Nineburner
Jazz Makes You Happy
drumskull@aol.com
www.jerrycolemandrummer.com
847-251-1410

Conjunto
Chicago Sessions
James Sanders
847-329-9630

Mark Colby
Speaking of Stan
Reflections
Origin Records
iTunes.com
Amazon.com
cdbaby.com
630-258-8356

Richard Corpolongo
Get Happy featuring Dan
  Shapera and Rusty Jones
Just Found Joy
Smiles
Spontaneous Composition
Sonic Blast featuring Joe Daley
richardcorpolongo@sbcglobal.net
708-456-1382

Tim Coffman
Crossroads
itunes.com
blujazz.com
cdbaby.com
timcoffman.com
708-359-5124

Dick Daugherty
Versatility
cdbaby.com
radaugherty@comcast.net

Bob Dogan
Salishan
Rings
Bob Dogan Sings Ballads
My Blues Roots
cdbaby.com
773-963-5906

Frank D’Rone
Frank D’Rone Sings
After the Ball with Billy M In Person 

at the Hungry/Brand New Morning 
Day

Live in Atlantic City/This Is Love This 
is It

Live in Atlantic City, Vol. 2 /Love with 
Music 

Live in Atlantic City, Vol. 3 /Try a 
Little Tenderness

darone32@msn.com

Nick Drozdoff
No Man Is An Island
nickdrozdoff.com

Mark Edwards with                        
Karin Redekopp Edwards

Two-Piano Tapestry: Redekopp & Edwards
cdbaby.com
iTunes.com

Elgin Symphony
Aaron Copland; American Classics
Piano Concerto
The Tenderland Suite
Old American Songs
847-888-0404
amazon.com
naxos.com
itunes.com

Peter Ellefson
 Trombone
Pure Vida
PuraVidaMedia@gmail.com
hickeys.com
iTunes

Patrick Ferreri
Expressions of Love
cdbaby.com
digstation.com

Jim Gailloreto
Jazz String Quartet
cdbaby.com

Clyde “Lightning” George
  Steelin’ Jazz Band
Lightning Strikes The Heart
Steelin’ The Night
A Tribute To Masters
steelinjazz.com
Cathy@ steelinjazz.com

Ernie Hines
There Is A Way 
My Baby Wears the Lovin’ Crown
The Early Years by Ernie Hines
Kunta Kinte: Remembering “Roots”
Electrified
Ernie Hines
708-771-3945
colorfulmusicbabyblue.com
tunecore.com/music/erniehines
myspace.com/erniehines
cdbaby.com/erniehines
cdbaby.com/erniehines2
itunes.com
amazon.com
emusic.com
goprotunes.com

Jeremy Kahn
Most of a Nickel
708-386-2900

Jeannie Lambert
Jeannie-Ology
Russ Phillips
russ.phillips@sbcglobal.net

Jeannie Lambert &               
Judy Roberts

Along with the blues
bigfootjazz@sbcglobal.net

Rick Leister
From the Trumpet Studio
R & R Ensemble
The Band Source, Downers Grove 
Cdbaby.com
amazon.com
iTunes.com
digistation.com

Bobby Lewis
Inside This Song 
Passion Flower 
Here I Go Again 
Flugel Gourmet 
Just Havin’ Some Fun 
Another Time 
Instant Groove 
In The Forefront (re-issue) 
On Fire! with Eric Schneider and the 

Rhythmakers
Warm Cool 
bobbylewis.com

*Only members in good standing are allowed to list CD’s For Sale.
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Mark Lindeblad
Piano Music for Relaxation
Bach:  Favorite Keyboard Pieces
Mlindeblad@sbcglobal.net
773-262-2504

Pat Mallinger
Monday Prayer To Tunkashila
cdbaby.com
Moorean Moon
Pat Mallinger Quartet
  Live at the North Sea Jazz Fest
Bluejackjazz 
pjmjazz@att.net
773-489-2443

Pat Mallinger with Dan Trudell
Dragon Fish
Chicago Sessions
cdbaby.com
itunes.com

Carole Marsh with Joe Vito
Everything I Love
cmvdiva@sbcglobal.net
cdbaby.com
amazon.com
digstation.net
773-237-0129

Tommy Muellner
It’s All About Time
tommujazz@sbcglobal.net
773-237-0129

Susan Nigro
The Big Bassoon
Little Tunes for the Big Bassoon
New Tunes for the Big Bassoon
Original Tunes for the Big Bassoon
Bellissima
The Two Contras
Susan Nigro
Crystal Records
360-834-7022

Susan Nigro
The Bass Nightingale
GM Recordings
617-332-6328 

Brian Patti
My Kind of Town
630-832-9222

Pan Go Steel Band
For The Day
Seconds
Paul Ross
panpress.com
630-587-3473

Bob Perna
Music My Way
Once Again
www.bobpernaandpersistance.com

Russ Phillips
I’m Glad There Is You
Love Walked In
russ.phillips@sbcglobal.net

Russ Phillips
One Morning in May
bigfootjazz@sbcglobal.net

James Quinn
Legacy One
cdbaby.com
jquinnmusic.com
312-861-0926

Roots Rock Society
Bass Mint Sessions 
Riddim To Riddim
La Familia
Stann Champion
773-994-6756
iTunes.com
cdbaby.com
Amazon.com
Target.com

Marlene Rosenberg
Pieces of... 
marlenemusic.com
marlenemusic@comcast.net

Bobby Schiff
Late Game 
bobbyschiff.com
708-442-3168

Nick Schneider
Pullin Strings
chicagojazz/nickschneider.com
847-991-4355
lonote@comcast.net
cdbaby.com

Karl E. H. Seigfried
Criminal Mastermind 
  solo double bass
cdbaby.com

Karl E. H. Seigfried
Blue Rhizome
 the New Quartet
cdbaby.com

Fred Simon
Dreamhouse
Remember the River 
Since Forever
naimlabel.com/artist-fred-simon.aspx
itunes.com

Richard Sladek
Piano Celebration
chicagopianist.com
708-652-5656

Mark Sonksen
Blue Visions: Compositions of 
 1995 Alba
cdbaby.com
312-421-6472

Mark Sonksen Trio
Climbing Mountains
Postales Del Sur
cdbaby.com
312-421-6472

Elizabeth Start
From the Start
Electric & Eclectic Start
es@elizabethstart.com

Don Stille
Keys To My Heart 
cdbaby.com 
dfstille@mac.com

Suenos Latin-Jazz
Azul Oscuro
Steven Hashimoto
708-222-6520

Duane Thamm
Tribute to Hamp Live
Delmark Records
vibes26@webtv.com

Shirley Trissell
Pet Pals
Lyrical Lullabies
shibuka.us
cdbaby.com

Two Cold
Cityscapes 2010
Sherwen Moore
708-560-4015

Mel Warner
Songs & Chamber Music  

Alban Berg, Anton Webern, 
Shulamit Ran 

Clarinet Candescence
cduniverse.com
mwarner@niu.edu
815-756-5920

The Voice of Carle Wooley 
  and the Groove Masters
Love Is
Jazz Standards featuring 
  Eddie Johnson
cdbaby.com

Glenn Wilson
One Man’s Blues
Blue Porpoise Avenue
Bittersweet
Elusive
Sunnyside Records
Impasse
Cadence Records
jazzmaniac.com
sunnysiderecords.com
amazon.com
itunes.com
glenn@jazzmaniac.com

Frank Winkler
Symphonic Pops Orchestra
From Broadway to Hollywood
Frank Winkler, Conductor
Winklermusic@aol.com

Frank Winkler Trio
Once in Awhile
Winklermusic@aol.com

Frank Winkler Quartet
Romance ‘n’ Swing
Winklermusic@aol.com

Willie Woods
Feelin’ the Spirit
cdbaby.com/cd/williewoods 
wwoodsproductions.com

Chicago Musicians attending TMA Conference were Paul Dallas; 
Heather Boehm, TMA Director for Chicago; Art Linsner, TMA 
President Emeritus; Leo Murphy, TMA Secretary-Treasurer and 
Tom Mendel, TMA President.
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By Charles A. Sengstock, Jr.

     Chicago played a prominent role in the early days 
of radio and through most of the 1930s and ‘40s. It 
became a key originating point for network shows 
resulting in the employment of many Chicago musi-
cians. By 1931, Chicago Federation of Musicians 
members working in radio studios were said to be the 
highest paid in the United States, receiving between 
$120 and $150 per week, more than their fellow 
musicians in New York or Los Angeles, according to 
a show business publication.    
     One of the major shows originating here_WGN’s 
Chicago Theater of the Air_eventually became the 
largest radio program produced in the United States. 
By the mid-1940s the cast and orchestra onstage 
grew to nearly one hundred. The one-hour weekly 
show aired from May of 1940 through 1956 and 
featured abbreviated versions of popular operas, 
operettas, and fairy tales set to music as well as 
holiday specials. There had been an earlier show on 
WGN in the mid-30s also called Chicago Theater of 
the Air, but it was a broadcast of the Chicago Theater 
Orchestra playing concerts from the stage of the 
downtown theater.
     The Chicago Theater of the Air cast performed 
The Merry Widow, Desert Song, Carmen, I Pagliacci, 
La Boheme, The New Moon, Naughty Marietta and 
many other major musical works over the years. 
Operettas seemed to be the major source of program 
material most likely because it was easier to adapt the 
music and spoken works to the radio format.
     The broadcast quickly gained popularity with 
listeners of the Mutual Broadcasting System, over 
which it was carried each week. During it’s first 
season alone it drew 200,000 letters from listeners all 
over the country. It became a veritable showcase 
for operatic singers and a steady source of employ-
ment for Chicago musicians and actors.
     WGN Music Director Henry Weber and his wife, 
operatic soprano Marion Claire, were said to have 
originated the program idea. Weber was ideally suited 
for the role of music director because of his long 
experience with the Chicago Civic Opera during 
the 1920s. He and the WGN staff had to edit some 
rather lengthy musical works for classical composers 
to make them fit within the constraints of the one-
hour time slot.

     Marion Claire was the 
program’s resident lead 
soprano until 1947 when 
she retired to the role 
of program producer. 
The leading tenors and 
baritones were drawn 
from opera companies 
and broadcasting in New 
York and elsewhere. 
Among the frequent 
male leads through the 
years were James Melton, 
Igor Gorin Jan Pearce, 
Thomas L. Thomas, 
Bruce Foote, and Rich-
ard Tucker.
     Following Marion 

Claire’s retirement from active performing on the 
show several singers took the female leads, many for 
one performance only: Nancy Carr, Virginia Haskins, 
Penny Perry, Marion Schroeder Levitt, Helen George 
and Madelaine Chambers.
     At first, the show originated from the stage of 
WGN’s new audience studio adjacent to the Tri-
bune Tower on Michigan Avenue. But its growing 
popularity with listeners wanting to attend the show 
demanded a larger venue and, in 1943, WGN moved 
the show to the nearby Medinah Temple.
     It was at the Medinah Temple that the show’s cast 
and orchestra expanded in size. The previous cast 
looked kind of puny on the giant Medinah stage, 
according to former WGN music director Robert 
Trendler, who directed the 14-voice chorus that 
supported the lead singers. The orchestra increased 
to about forty musicians, later to fifty, according to 
Trendler.
     The Chicago Theater of the Air always had two 
separate casts, a singing cast and an acting cast that 
spoke the lines. Some of the popular acting cast 
members included Olan Soulé, Bret Morrison, Mar-
vin Miller (“The Millionaire”), Hal Perry (later “The 
Great Gildersleeve”) and Johnnie Coons in male 
roles, Sondra Gair, later of WBEZ, was one of the 
actresses.
     Directing the weekly production was a difficult 
task assigned at first to William A. Bacher, a veteran 
radio director and writer, brought in from Holly-
wood by WGN. Later in the 1940s, Jack LaFrandra 
joined and assisted in the writing and, later, directing 
of the show. Trendler called LaFrandra a “genius at 
writing.” 
     An integral but non-musical part of each program 
was a short homily or address by Colonel Robert R. 

Henry Weber, WGN music 
director, conducting the Chicago 
Theater of the Air orchestra during 
a broadcast. The orchestra over 
time grew to 50 players. (WGN 
Photo, used with permision. From 
author’s collection)
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McCormick, owner and publisher of the Chicago 
Tribune and of WGN. Director Bacher was credited 
with the idea of adding the Colonel to the weekly 
broadcast but it is also suggested by author Richard 
Norton Smith in his book, The Colonel, The Life 
and Legend of Robert R. McCormick, that Col. Mc-
Cormick assumed a role in the show from the begin-
ning.
     The Colonel’s monologues, most often on Ameri-
can history and, in particular military history, fre-
quently ran long necessitating last-minute cuts in the 
program. Occasionally the program would run short 
by a few minutes, another and often as challenging 
a situation was running overtime. To the producer 
and director’s credit, however, the broadcasts seemed 
always to be brought to a satisfying conclusion, the 
listening audience totally unaware of any problem at 
all.
     The entire Mutual Broadcasting System carried 
the show but it never had a sponsor. Some say that 
Col. McCormick’s strong political views discouraged 
potential advertisers. Others think that the Colo-
nel never intended the show to be sponsored. As a 
result, it ended up costing WGN about a million 
dollars a year, the equivalent of multiple millions in 
today’s dollars.
     Henry Weber was a child prodigy, who was 
trained in Vienna and, by 21 years of age, was con-
ducting the Bremen Royal Opera orchestra. Well-
known in Europe as a conductor of many of the 
continent’s orchestras, he was recruited in 1924 by 
the Chicago Civic Opera as conductor of the orches-
tra. At 23 he was the youngest conductor of an opera 
orchestra in the world. 
     Weber remained with the Opera Company for 
five years. After leaving the Civic Opera, he contin-
ued to conduct international orchestras and spent 
several years at NBC in Chicago before joining 
WGN in 1934, where he became the station’s sec-
ond director of music. 
     Weber had met the blond and vivacious soprano 
Marion Claire while he was in Europe searching for 
singers for the Chicago Civic Opera. She was de-
scribed as a breath-taking beauty and, by then, 
she was well known in Europe’s opera houses. 
Weber and Marion Claire were married in 1929.
It was through Weber and Claire’s circle of 
opera performer-friends that The Chicago Theater 
of the Air was able to attract so many top artists 
to Chicago. 
     Bob Trendler also was a prodigy. He had a full 
scholarship at the College of Music in Cincinnati 
beginning at age five and made his debut as a pianist 
at age six. At 13 he was accompanist to his mother, 

a celebrated Viennese 
prima donna, during 
a European tour. He 
left Cincinnati and the 
College of Music at age 
17 to go to New York 
where he worked as an 
accompanist to a dance 
team and other perform-
ers. 
     His experience in 
radio broadcasting later 
at Cincinnati’s WLW 
as accompanist and 
vocal arranger prepared 
him well for his later 
move to Chicago, where 
he worked for several 
different stations before 
joining WGN in the 
early thirties as music 

coordinator and supervisor of the arranging staff. In 
1940 he became director of the chorus on the Chi-
cago Theater of the Air.
     Through the years, The Chicago Theater of the 
Air became closely associated with Col. McCormick 
because of his weekly addresses. As mentioned ear-
lier, some feel the program stayed on the air as long 
as it did because of the Colonel. As if to validate 
that opinion, the program went off the air in March 
of 1955, just about one month before the Colonel 
died. It could also have been a coincidence since 
television by then was eroding much of the evening 
prime-time radio audience.
     The Chicago Theater of the Air had been a 
dazzling showcase for operatic and concert singers 
and, at the same time provided work for hundreds of 
Chicago’s musicians over the fifteen years of its life 
span. It became a popular Saturday evening program 
that drew large amounts of mail and thousands 
of people to the broadcasts at the giant Medinah 
Temple. 
     By 1955, however, WGN had its own television 
channel and was affiliated with the old Dumont 
network. From that point forward, much of the 
station’s creative efforts were channeled in that 
direction.

Note: The author wishes to thank the late Robert 
Trendler and Loren Binford for providing informa-
tion for this article.

Bob Trendler was director of the 
chorus for the duration of the Chi-
cago Theater of the Air program. 
He also arranged music for several 
other radio shows of the period and 
later succeeded Weber as WGN 
music director. (WGN Photo, used 
with permission. From author’s 
collection)
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We have many musicians performing throughout the area. 
Support them by attending a performance or patronizing 

an establishment where they work.

If you have future engagements that you would like listed in this column,
please send them to Vice-President Jares at tjares@cfm10208.org. 

Listings will be included provided there is a Union contract on file.

Attend an Orchestra Concert!

Elmhurst Symphony

Music from The Stage and Screen

October 15, 2011 at 7:00PM

Elmhurst Christian Reformed Church, 

Elmhurst

630-941-0202

Elgin Symphony

Simply Sinatra with Steve Lippia

October 15, 2011 at 8:00PM

October 16, 2011 at 3:30PM

Hemmens Auditorium, Elgin

847-888-4000

Music of the Baroque

Glover Conducts Mozart … and Beethoven

October 2, 2011 7:30PM

First United Methodist Church, Evanston

October 3, 2011 7:30PM

Harris Theater

312-551-1414

New Philharmonic

Barber and Bernstein

November 4 and 5, 2011 at 8:00PM

McAninch Arts Center, Glen Ellyn

630-942-4000

Fine Dining!
Sullivan’s SteakhouseMark SonksenSaturdays 5:30 – 10:00PM415 N. Dearborn, Chicago
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See a Show!

The Second City
Jesse Case and Julie NicholsSunday through Saturday1616 N. Wells St.
Chicago, IL

Chicago Shakespeare TheatreFollies
October 4 – November 6, 2011Courtyard Theater at Navy Pier, Chicago312-595-5600

Light Opera Works
Rodgers &  Hart
October 2 – November 6, 2011Second Stage
1420 Maple, Evanston847-869-6300

Northlight Theatre
Snapshots
Through October 23, 2011Northlight Theatre, Skokie847-673-6300

Ridgewood Arts FoundationGuys and Dolls
Through October 16, 2011Theatre at the Center, Munster, IN219-836-3255

Enjoy the Ballet!Joeffrey Ballet with 
the Chicago Sinfonietta

Don QuixoteOctober 12 – 23, 2011 

Auditorium Theatre, Chicago

312-386-8905

Shot and a GOAL!
Frank Pellico per Chicago Blackhawks schedule

United Center1901 W. Madison St., Chicago
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53745  Bell,  Jeffrey A.
5106 N. Lowell
Chicago, IL 60630
773-837-0651
773-202-8111
PIANO

43894  Black, Robert C.
1125 Cleveland
Evanston, IL 60202
224-622-2542
847-570-0091
SAXOPHONE

56334  Chase, Roger
1301 W. North Shore Ave., Apt. 1
Chicago, IL 60626
773-856-3390
310-429-6082
VIOLA

56291  Davis, Daniel P.
7326 40th St., Unit 3-F
Lyons, IL 60534
850-264-2482
PERCUSSION

56255  Dillingham, Christian S.
811 Eastwood Ave., Unit 407
Chicago, IL 60640
412-512-6232
DOUBLE BASS

21383  Henigbaum, John
2264 Churchview Dr., Apt. 11
Rockford, IL 61107
815-639-3024
FRENCH HORN

55035  Inmon, David P.
564 Sparrow Court
Lindenhurst, IL 60046
847-668-2431
847-245-8644
TRUMPET

56316  Kissinger, Rick L.
1430 W. Farwell Ave., Ste. 3-S
Chicago, IL 60626
407-616-4599
CLARINET

56173  Lau, Lillian
P. O. Box 524
North Aurora, IL 60542
812-391-0730
HARP

55739  Maze, Valerie
4715 N. Hermitage, Apt. 2
Chicago, IL 60640
773-415-4849
PIANO

52931  Ovnik, John F.
c/o Deaf Dog Music
1816 S. Indiana Ave., Unite H
Chicago, IL 60616
312-927-4870
630-789-2512
BASS GUITAR

53748  Rhodes, Amy P.
2145 Dogwood Drive, Apt. 258
Lisle, IL 60532
630-514-5540
BASSOON

46155  Sutter, Robert A.
2235 W. Wilson
Chicago, IL 60625
773-636-6120
PIANO

E-mail Addresses

Officers
Gary Matts . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . gmatts@cfm10208.org
Terryl Jares. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . tjares@cfm10208.org
Spencer Aloisio. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . saloisio@cfm10208.org

Board of Directors
Robert Bauchens. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . bbauchens@cfm10208.org
Rich Daniels. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . rdaniels@cfm10208.org
Frank Donaldson . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . frankyd@ameritech.net 
B.J. Levy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . levytrumpet@sbcglobal.net 
Bob Lizik. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . blizik@cfm10208.org
Janice MacDonald. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . jmacdonald@cfm10208.org 
Leo Murphy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . lmurphy@cfm10208.org

Staff
Contracts: Nancy Van Aacken. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . nvanaacken@cfm10208.org
Death Benefits/MPF: Gwen Redmond. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . gredmond@cfm10208.org
Electronic Media: Dean Rolando. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . drolando@cfm10208.org
Electronic Media Asst.: Jennifer Figliomeni. .  .  .  .  . jfigliomeni@cfm10208.org
Health Insurance: Leo Murphy . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . lmurphy@cfm10208.org
Membership: Sandra Castellanos . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . scastellanos@cfm10208.org
Switchboard: Patty Huante. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . phuante@cfm10208.org
Webmaster: Mike Meyers . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . webmaster@cfm10208.org
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GERMAN AMERICAN
MUSICIANS CLUB

Annual Dinner Dance and Party
Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Bohemian Crystal Restaurant
639 North Blackhawk Drive

(@ Blackhawk & Ogden)
Westmont, IL 60559

(630) 789-1981

FREE PARKING

Dinner Tickets: $25.00 Cash Bar
Cocktails at 6:30 pm

Dinner/Concert at 7:30 pm

For Reservations Contact Zen Grodecki By October 26
Send Checks to: German American Musicians Club

5024 N. Moody • Chicago, IL 60630

773-774-2753

Do you have something to sell?
Advertise in the Intermezzo! Call 312-782-0063

DISCLAIMER
Your officers and editorial staff consci-
entiously screen all advertising submit-
ted to the Intermezzo. We cannot, 
however, assume responsibility for 
product quality or advertising content; 
nor can your officers be held account-
able for misrepresentations between 
sidepersons and leader/contractors. 

The Intermezzo is published 10 times 
per year. May-June and November-
December are combined issues.

The Presbyterian Church of the Cross,
475 W. Higgins Rd, Hoffman Estates, IL

is looking for an organist/pianist.
This individual must have the ability

to sight-read music,
take direction from the church’s pastor 

and music director, as well as work as a 
team member in the music ministry of the church.

 
This is a salary position and responsibilities

include rehearsals with the choir and Praise Band, 
and all scheduled worship services (Sundays and 

special holiday services) and other occasions
in support of the music ministry of the church. 

In addition, a drug screen and background check
will be required.

 
Apply on the Church’s website at 
www.cotc-pcusa.org/more/forms  

Phone 847-885-1199
for more information.

312-782-0063 
Useful Extensions

Casual Work Dues	 Nancy Ext. 132 
Casual Contract Filing and Memos	 Nancy Ext. 132 
Electronic Work Dues	 Dean Ext. 150 
Electronic Media Department	 Dean Ext. 150 
Membership Department	 Sandra Ext. 136 
Health and Welfare Department	 Leo Ext. 119 
Death Benefit Information	 Gwen Ext. 153 
Intermezzo	 Gwen Ext. 153 
1% Solution	 Sandra Ext. 136
For all other Information, contact the 
President’s Office	 Ext. 119
Secretary/Treasurer’s Office	 Ext. 333
Vice President’s Office	 Ext. 222

Other Helpful Numbers:
American Federation of Musicians of the 

United States and Canada:
New York (Headquarters)	 (212) 869-1330
West Coast Office	 (323) 461-3441
Canadian Office	 (416) 391-5161
AFM–Employers’ Pension Fund (NY)	 (800) 833-8065
AFM–Theatrical & TV Motion Picture Special  
Payments Fund/Phono Record 
Manufacturer’s Special Payments Funds:
New York Headquarters	 (212) 310-9400
Recording Musicians Assoc. (RMA)	 (323) 462-4762
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ActorsFCU Welcomes
The Chicago Federation of Musicians

and Their Families
musical instrument loans
free checking
auto loans
mortgages
home equity lines of credit
VISA platinum rewards cards
iras and investments
eDeposit Online  – deposit online from anywhere
eMax$ Online – high-yield savings
fee-free ATMs: 350 greater Chicago  –area

28,000 nationwide

To join visit actorsfcu.com or call 212.869.8926, 
option 6, for details.  Or visit us in the AEA building 
at 557 W. Randolph Street.
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2010-2011 Membership Directory Omissions
  
•  56422 BACH, MELISSA M.
     4145 N. ALBANY		
     CHICAGO, IL 60618
     847-840-7568
     CELLO
     MELISSAMBACH@GMAIL.COM

•   57040 CULTRA, PAULINE
     2078 IL 251 SOUTH 
     ROCHELLE, IL 61068 
     815-562-4015 
     PIANO

•   53352 JOHNSON, DOUGLAS E.
     4048  N SACRAMENTO
     CHICAGO, IL 60618 
     773-267-7530
     BASS VIOLIN

•    54916 VALDES, JOSE A.
      150 VALLEY DR. 
      BOLINGBROOK, IL 60440 
      630-863-7855 
      630-632-7392 
      PIANO 
      VMPPIANO@AOL.COM

•   55146 TOLZMANN, ANDREA
      TOLZMUSIC@ATT.NET

Listing By Instrument Corrections

•     22687 DRNEK, RUDOLPH C.
       CONCERTINA
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10/2010

For full details, visit UnionPlus.org

Live.
Relax.
Enjoy.

40 
BEnEFits

help stretch your paycheck
and make life a little easier.

We know you work hard for your money. that’s why we’ve 
created 50 benefits to help you and your family get more 
out of life.  Visit UnionPlus.org and see how to: 

l save on wireless devices and services available through  
 “Union Proud” At&t. 

l Get discounts and upgrades on rental cars, vans, sUVs 
 and trucks, plus great deals on family vacations.

l save on theme parks, sporting events, theater, movies, 
 movie rentals, restaurants and more.

l secure a Union Plus Mortgage with special cost savings 
 and protections against layoff, strikes and hardship.

l Get Union sAFE grants to help weather economic 
 storms.

Plus EVEN morE BENEFITs offer you additional 
financial, health, legal, travel, entertainment and 
educational savings and services. 
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The Musicians Relief Fund helps Local 10-208 musicians in time of need. Contributions can be made in memory of a musician 
that has touched your life and whose life you would like to see remembered. Or, a general contribution can be made to the fund.  
Your name will be added to the expanding list of generous donors.

Make checks payable to the Musicians Relief Fund

and mail them to the Chicago Federation of Musicians
                                 656 W. Randolph St. #2W
                                 Chicago, IL  60661
                                 Attn: Membership Dept.

to view the list of cfm
contributors, go to

CFM10208.COM

TOTAL: $4,299.00

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
MUSICIANS RELIEF FUND

The CFM College Scholarship Fund for Music Students has been set up in memory of Leland Baska. This fund helps the CFM 
continue to offer financial assistance for children of CFM members as well as students of CFM members that are currently 
working toward a music degree.

Make checks payable to the CFM Scholarship Fund

and mail them to the Chicago Federation of Musicians
                                 656 W. Randolph St. #2W
                                 Chicago, IL  60661
                                 Attn: Membership Dept.
We will add your name to the list of contributors on our website.

to view the list of cfm
contributors, go to

CFM10208.COM

TOTAL: $2,410.00

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
CFM SCHOLARSHIP FUND

TEMPO is the new name for the LEGISLATIVE ACTION FUND. It is the AFM’s nonpartisan, multi-candidate political action 
fund that is supported entirely by the voluntary contributions of AFM members. TEMPO makes disbursements to congressional 
candidates of either party who have a demonstrated record of support for professional musicians, issues of concern to its 
members and the arts in general.

To make a contribution, make your check payable to TEMPO

and send it c/o Chicago Federation of Musicians
                        656 W. Randolph St., #2W
                        Chicago, IL  60661
                        Attn: Membership Dept.
We will add your name to the list of contributors and forward your check to the AFM.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
TEMPO FUND

TOTAL: $2,878.00

to view the list of cfm
contributors, go to

CFM10208.COM


